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drinking, and that one of every five students in the 9th grade binges. The prevalence of alcohol use and binge drinking far outstrips the use of other drugs and of most other youth risk behaviors as well; it deserves far more attention than the sporadic interest it often receives. The authors point out that underage drinking needs to be addressed through adult attitudes and the society at large. We are not going to bring back Prohibition, but more rigorous enforcement of the minimal drinking age, reduced alcohol advertising to this age group, and increased alcohol taxes are some of the suggested interventions.
On a slightly more optimistic note, YRBS reported alcohol use prevalence has shown a modest downward trend in recent years: Bcurrent drinking^from a high of 50% in the 1990s to 43 
SUMMARY
The providers in PROS, Pediatric Research in Office Settings, are part of a network developed by the American Academy of Pediatrics to conduct practice-based research to improve children_s health care. In 2003, in a mail survey designed to evaluate the function of the PROS network, one item asked of the 1,785 participating pediatricians was to Bbriefly list three important pediatric clinical and/or practice primary care issues you feel are important and have... been inadequately addressed by previous primary care research.^Of the 48.7% of survey respondents overall, more than half answered the question, mentioning a total of 1,109 items. Over 90% of the respondents were generalists, in solo or small group practices; 41% were urban, slightly fewer suburban; and 20% rural. The authors developed a rather elaborate system for coding and categorizing the responses so as to identify the main themes of interest. Six of these emerged as needing more research: effective counseling methods or techniques to use in anticipatory guidance; strategies to prevent and treat obesity; understanding the effectiveness of services provided as part of well-child care; the role of the primary care provider in treating children with mental health conditions; ongoing management of attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD); and optimal organization of office practices. The authors conclude that attention to practitioners_ areas of interest will promote the translation of research into practice.
COMMENTARY
It is probably fair to say that the development of research priorities by funding agencies or the selection of projects by individual investigators are not based on survey results. Whether or not the factors that actually drive such decisions have greater validity than surveys is arguable. How do we judge the pronouncements of LOBACHBwise men,^the influence of the zeitgeist, or the interests of rich donors? Regardless of the answer, attention should be paid to the views shown here of a sizable group of frontline pediatricians. Some of their concerns are longstanding: questions about evaluating anticipatory guidance and well-child care have surfaced periodically for decades and currently these issues are again under scrutiny. On the other hand, the appeal to clarify the pediatrician_s role in the care of mental health conditions responds to a serious contemporary problem, as do the requests for further research in the management of obesity and ADHD. It is tempting to interpret the desire for research in office practice management as a call for help, evoked by the pressures under which primary care providers now operate.
The themes compiled in this report are not easy to study and must compete for resources with a host of other demanding subjects. Yet when practitioners themselves ask for the evidence on which to base their practices, our health care research enterprise needs to listen and respond.
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